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Welcome Message

Welcome to the Kecak Festival, celebrating the 50th anniversary of Geinoh Yamashirogumi.

Geinoh Yamashirogumi was founded in 1974, 50 years ago, upon achieving the world's first successful full-length
performance of "Kecak" by non-Balinese performers. Kecak embodies the essence of community-based group
performing arts. Centered around this art form, we launched the "Kecak Festival" with the aim of creating a "prototype
for future festivals” Over the past half-century, this festival has evolved to feature Balinese gamelan and jegog, Bulgarian
and Georgian folk choral music, Japanese Michinoku drums, and original works by Geinoh Yamashirogumi. It has
become a beloved midsummer tradition in Shinjuku, earning the distinction of Tokyos most popular summer festival by
"Walker Plus," the largest excursion information site.

This year’s festival theme is "A festive space where the brain function of kizuna (bonds) explodes” The "brain function
of kizuna" refers to the brain’s ability to control "presence (kehai)," "mind-to-mind communication (ishin-denshin)," and
"unconsciously harmonized breath and cooperation (a-un no kokyu)?” This function, inherent to all humans, directly
connects life to life and people to people. Kecak, in particular, is a special art form that allows everyone to experience
the essence of this "brain function of kizuna" through its extremely fast and precise 16-beat rhythm performed without a
conductor.

Kecak is also the ultimate crowd-based performing art, where individuals transcend the boundaries of self and others,
uniting their hearts and powers to perform. It creates a state of ecstasy and enthusiasm, lifting their souls soaring to
the heavens. As the globe faces accelerating crises due to serious frictions and divisions, we believe that the meaning
of practicing Kecak has become more precious than ever, as it offers an opportunity to overcome such challenges and
restore the "brain function of kizuna" intrinsic to human beings.

In our 50th anniversary year, we, Geinoh Yamashirogumi, are grateful to be able to engage in Kecak under such
circumstances. Aiming to return to our roots to make a fresh start for the future, we had a training camp in Bali in
early summer, first time in eight years due to COVID-19. During the camp, we felt and saw in our bodies transcendent
performances of gamelan, jegog, Kecak, and others. We also received direct and intense instructions from the masters of
the Balinese art, the pride of Bali. What we witnessed there was the amazing Balinese society where the brain function of
kizuna was nurtured and fully exercised, of which experience made us confident in a bright future.

After returning from Bali, we continued almost daily gathering and practicing to refine our performances even with
some difficulties in coordinating the use of our rehearsal hall in Higashi-Nakano, Tokyo. The morale of the younger
generation, including first-time festival participants, is especially high and full of spirit. Every one of them has been
making earnest efforts to faithfully inherit the art of their masters as the point of origin and thoroughly hone their
skills. Such efforts are steadily bearing fruit. With this as a driving force, the training of all the performances and the
management of the festival are being carried out at a high level, leading us to feel more and more confident that this
year’s Kecak Festival can showcase the essence of performing arts of community at an unprecedented level.

The Kecak Festival brings together the finest performances nurtured by humanity and creates a festive space where
people can experience the "brain function of kizuna" in their bodies. This is nothing less than a trial run for the "festival
of the future," essential for those of us living in the present time. We hope you will enjoy the festival to your heart's
content at 55 HIROBA, where the shade of the trees invites a cool breeze.

Lastly, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd. for co-sponsoring and providing
the festival plaza, the Okuyama Gyojyo-ryu Mochida Shishi Odori Preservation Society of Ohshu City, Iwate Prefecture,
all others who have provided us with generous cooperation in celebrating our 50th anniversary, and everyone who has
supported the Kecak Festival over the years.

YAJIMA Akira
Director General, Geinoh Yamashirogumi Kecak Festival Executive Committee

C—= Schedule and Major Programs =~/

Schedule (tentative) Programs

B Bali's giant bamboo ensemble "Jegog": performance and instruction to the
July 31 (Wed) audience
“Yoimiya” / Open Rehearsal
4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

August 1 (Thu) 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

B Michinoku Taiko Drumming - brillante competition:
"Jangara Nenbutsu Odori" and "Shishi Odori (Deer Dance)"
(only on Fri. through Sun.)

(
August 2 (Fri)  3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. B Georgian Traditional Chorus, Bulgarian Folk Chorus
August 3(sat)  3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. B Street performance - Banana-man, the original Yamashiro style
August 4 (Sun) 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. B Performance and dance of Balinese bronze symphony "Gamelan" music

B Kecak, the Balinese magical choral dance-drama

A Japanese-style fair,
"ennichi", will also be held.
Please enjoy.

Performances and schedule are subject to change due to weather and other reasons.

Please check our social media for the updates. X @yamashirogumi yamashirogumi_official

We are grateful if you use the code below
to send us your impressions of the Kecak
Festival. If you are willing to play Kecak
or sing chorus together, participate in

the festival creation or learn more about
Geinoh Yamashirogumi, please feel free to
contact us also through the code.
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